
Constitution 

Introductory rules 

Name 

The name of the society is Friends of Okura Bush Incorporated Society (in this 

Constitution referred to as the 'Society'). 

Charitable status 

The Society is already, or intends after incorporation, to be registered as a charitable 

entity under the Charities Act 2005. 

Definitions 

In this Constitution, unless the context requires otherwise, the following words and 

phrases have the following meanings: 

'Act' means the Incorporated Societies Act 2022 or any Act which replaces it (including 

amendments to it from time to time), and any regulations made under the Act or under 

any Act which replaces it. 

'Annual General Meeting' means a meeting of the Members of the Society held once 

per year which, among other things, will receive and consider reports on the Society's 

activities and finances. 

'Chairperson' means the Officer responsible for chairing General Meetings and 

committee meetings, and who provides leadership for the Society. 

'Committee' means the Society's governing body. 

'Constitution' means the rules in this document. 

'Deputy Chairperson' means the Officer elected or appointed to deputise in the 

absence of the Chairperson. 

'General Meeting' means either an Annual General Meeting or a Special General 

Meeting of the Members of the Society. 































Term 

The term of office for all Officers elected to the Committee shall be 1 year(s), expiring 

at the end of the Annual General Meeting in the year corresponding with the last year 

of each Officer's term of office. 

Officers / Chairperson are eligible for re-election indefinitely with no maximum limit.

Removal of officers 

An Officer shall be removed as an Officer by resolution of the Committee or the 

Society where in the opinion of the Committee or the Society -

• The Officer elected to the Committee has been absent from 3 committee 

meetings without leave of absence from the Committee.

• The Officer has brought the Society into disrepute.

• The Officer has failed to disclose a conflict of interest.

• The Committee passes a vote of no confidence in the Officer.

with effect from (as applicable) the date specified in a resolution of the Committee or 

Society. 

Ceasing to hold office 

An Officer ceases to hold office when they resign (by notice in writing to the 

Committee), are removed, die, or otherwise vacate office in accordance with section 

50(1) of the Act. 

Each Officer shall within 20 Working Days of submitting a resignation or ceasing to 

hold office, deliver to the Committee all books, papers and other property of the Society 

held by such former Officer. 

Conflicts of interest 

An Officer or member of a sub-committee who is an Interested Member in respect of 

any Matter being considered by the Society, must disclose details of the nature and 





















The Society may amend or replace this Constitution at a General Meeting by a 

resolution passed by a simple majority of those Members present and voting. 

That amendment could be approved by a resolution passed in lieu of a meeting but only 

if allowed by this Constitution. 

Any proposed resolution to amend or replace this Constitution shall be signed by at 

least 25 per cent of eligible Members and given in writing to the Committee at least 10 

Working Days before the General Meeting at which the resolution is to be considered 

and accompanied by a written explanation of the reasons for the proposal. 

At least 10 Working Days before the General Meeting at which any amendment is to 

be considered the Committee shall give to all Members notice of the proposed 

resolution, the reasons for the proposal, and any recommendations the Committee has. 

When an amendment is approved by a General Meeting it shall be notified to the 

Registrar of Incorporated Societies in the form and manner specified in the Act for 

registration, and shall take effect from the date of registration. 

If the society is registered as a charity under the Charities Act 2005 the amendment shall 

also be notified to Charities Services as required by section 40 of that Act. 

Other 

Bylaws 

The Committee from time to time may make and amend bylaws, and policies for the 

conduct and control of Society activities and codes of conduct applicable to Members, 

but no such bylaws, policies or codes of conduct applicable to Members shall be 

inconsistent with this Constitution, the Act, regulations made under the Act, or any 

other legislation. 

Approved at a Special General Meeting of Friends of Okura Bush Incorporated held on 

Sunday 15th February 2026.




